STOGURSEY PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12 JANUARY 2016
IN THE VICTORY HALL STOGURSEY

PUBLIC FORUM:







Peter Farmery attended the meeting to thank the parish council for its support to the School, allocating £200k from the Stogursey ring-fenced Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) funds. The School is already looking at various proposals to extend the School in order to accommodate the needs of the parish for under 5’s and younger families in the community. Match funding will also be sought to maximise investment opportunities. The School wishes to work closely with the parish council and community to ensure the needs of the parish are met.

PRESENT:

Cllr Allan Searle (Chairman), Cllr Chris Ford (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Val Boxall, Cllr Geoff Coles, Cllr Sue Goss, Cllr Susan Jones, Cllr Paul Tipney, Cllr Keith Turpin, County Cllr Hugh Davies, Aly Prowse (Clerk),1 member of the public. 

158/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from Cllr Elenor and Cllr Morgan. 
159/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8.12.15:

The minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman
160/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.

161/15
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Cllr Hugh Davies):
1. The Cabinet meeting arranged to discuss the South West Devolution Bid did not go ahead because the necessary paperwork was not available. Consequently, the special meeting to have taken place the following week has been deferred until February.

2. SCC has opted for an early exit from the Southwest One contract (the joint venture between IBM, SCC, Taunton Deane Borough Council and the Police) ahead of its scheduled end date of November 2017 to save money. Circa 200 staff seconded into Southwest One will be returning to the Council’s employment.

3. The Small Independent Scheme for traffic management outside the School received a rating of circa 80% so it is hoped the Scheme will obtain approval from SCC. We will be advised in due course.

4. Cllr Davies is cautiously optimistic that the grant application for Pop-Up Sport Equipment will be approved.

162/15
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Cllr Goss):

1. The Government’s December Financial Statement reported a 15.4% reduction in Government Funding. This will result in WSC having to save £300k; a real challenge to set a balanced budget for 2016/17. Increased charges will be inevitable. WSC has already set in motion ideas to try and manage this shortfall such as increased parking charges for Council Car Parks including Blue Badge Holders. 

2. EDFe’s financial position (including selling off shares in its business) is expected to be announced on 16.2.16 as is the Financial Investment Decision.

3. Cllr Goss will raise the recent and brutal hedge cutting along the C182 at the Community Forum. 

4. At the last Planning Obligation’s Board meeting, 3 CIM applications were decided. Improvements to the Watchet pavilion for £7.5k was approved. However, the £700k Princes Trust application for employment opportunities was rejected as it is a duplicate of a scheme already in place in the impacted area and a SDC project for £102k to improve Blake Gardens in Bridgwater was also rejected as there was insufficient community consultation and no accurate financial plans.

163/15
REVIEW OF ACTION LIST (By exception):
Item 7
Stolford & Burgage Rd Play Area (BRPA) bins – The Clerk advised K.Richards to proceed with the bin at Stolford and the 2 bins at the BRPA with effect from 1.1.16. Although requested to confirm the locked bins would not be a problem and to replace the WSC bin with one of the new ones thus enabling all the bins to be matching, a response is awaited. This will be followed up. Action: Clerk 
Item 8
Blocked ditches along C182 – On 20.12.15, P.Owen (Highways) advised a further delay re Health & Safety issues. Cllr Jones is still unhappy that this has not been actioned. Cllr Goss said the grips have all been done in SDC area, but not in WSC. Highways will be contacted for an update. Action: Clerk.
Item 9
Youth Club eligibility for CIM funding. Short term funding for 2 years has been provided by the Fairfield Trust. Cllr Ford has also applied for grant funding from SCC, so the CIM funding application now becomes a longer term action.
Item 12
Confirm with A.Goodchild who will eventually be responsible for Paddon’s Play Area. The information was passed to A.Goodchild on 8.12.15.  Andrew to be contacted for a progress update. Action: Clerk.
Item 14
Collapsed pipe at Idson, Stolford. Cllr Searle spoke to Highways on 8.1.16. The pipe has been inspected, and a reference number allocated. An update was promised but not yet received.
Item 16
Albion Running Organisation. Ultra-marathon on 21.5.16. This has been publicised. Action Complete.
Item 19
Advertise Magna Home Moves Social Housing Register process. Action complete.
Item 20
Concerns over wall at the Babbling Brook Inn. Cllr Searle has been advised to refer the matter to WSC Building Control section. Action: Cllr Searle.

NB Cllr Goss raised concerns over the Glebe Wall which appears to be close to collapsing. This was reported to WSC some time ago. WSC visited the site but did not consider there was any imminent danger and advised the wall would continue to be monitored. The Clerk will look out the information and liaise with the Chairman. Action: Clerk 
164/15
EDF HINKLEY POINT C:

Cllr Goss reported that the archaeological works are progressing. The Public Rights of Ways (PRoW) are in a dreadful state at the moment; EDF has tried to improve them but with little success mainly due to the weather. The noise levels along the southern boundary are still a problem for nearby residents. Currently this work is under Site Preparation conditions i.e. 7am – 7pm. When within the Development Consent Order, works are permitted from 7am – 11pm.

165/15
HINKLEY C COMMUNITY IMPACT MITIGATION (CIM) UPDATE:

Feasibility Study Village Hall (Cllr Searle) 
Cllr Ford reported an application is being prepared for Lottery funding and Sport England for changing facilities. 
166/15
PRIORY/CHURCH WALL:
1. Cllrs Searle and Ford have inspected the wall and confirmed it is in need of attention. Following the Clerk’s research back to 1979, it is confirmed that the parish council accepted responsibility for the grass maintenance (but not for the wall) with effect from 16.3.81. Previous repair works to the wall were paid for by WSC and Eton College in the 80’s. Councillors said the PCC should instigate any repairs required with the Diocese/Eton College. Cllr Boxall referred to A.Tatham’s email of 19.12.15 who suggested we should tape off the area as a safety measure. Councillors AGREED that this is not our responsibility. Cllr Jones will advise at the PCC meeting on 21.1.16. 

2. Cllr Tipney suggested we look at other ways to maintain the closed churchyard rather than pay for it to be mown; e.g. to graze sheep or a wild garden. Cllr Searle said once before the grass was left to ‘go wild’ and we received complaints from parishioners about the state of it, and if we wished to revert a ‘wild grass’ area we should consult with parishioners. Cllr Turpin disagreed, he said the precept is the responsibility of the parish council and few parishioners would identify with those laid to rest in the Churchyard. Cllr Goss said Cllr Turpin’s last comment was irrelevant; that existing parishioners who pay council tax have every right to have an opinion on matters of the parish. Also, the fact that we received complaints when the grass was left to go wild, and have not received complaints on the way the churchyard is currently maintained, might suggest parishioners are happy with the way things are done. Agenda item for next meeting. Action: Clerk
167/15
POTENTIAL MILL REFURBISHMENT:
Cllr Boxall has had various conversations with the Landmark Trust, Andrew Goodchild and Julian Mellor, plus Cllr Goss has spoken to C.Matthews (WSC) with regard to the Mill refurbishment possibilities. S.Verdon (Landmark Trust) is interested as long as we can get the right people involved and funding. There are local schemes we could visit for ideas such as the Dunster Mill & at Martock. Cllr Davies also mentioned the Somerset Preservation Trust who project managed the Tithe Barn. He will email the Clerk with contact details. Action: Cllr Davies. Cllr Ford proposed an initial working group comprising Cllrs Boxall, Goss and Jones, are authorised to explore and develop opportunities. This was seconded by Cllr Turpin and AGREED by councillors. 

168/15
MEETING REPORTS:
10.2.15 Transport Forum
Cllr Turpin said the main part of the meeting revolved around the PRoW and Cycle Paths within the Hinkley Area plus the concern with Hinkley employees driving to local parishes to park and pick up lifts to Hinkley. EDF believe this will stop once the park and rides are fully operational.  We recently wrote to D.Eccles regarding vehicles doing just this in Stogursey, particularly in the St Audries’ Cl area. Cllr Searle advised that there are two EDF staff members monitoring this in the parish and advised Cllr Turpin to pass the registration numbers to him and he will follow it up. Currently, it is estimated there are 4-6 vehicles on average per day doing this.

169/15
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS:

14.1.16 - Community Forum


19.1.16 – EDF Stakeholders (Main Site Community Engagement)


21.1.16 - PCC

26.1.16 - Stogursey Parish Stagecoach AGM

27.1.16 – Main Site Forum

25.2.16 – Transport Forum

26.2.16 – SSG

170/15
CORRESPONDENCE:
Received/Sent: 
a) PCSO Bolton – Police statistics for the year to date- overall recorded crimes for the entire beat AW52 (all areas patrolled out of Williton Police Station) is 337, 15% down on the same period last year. Stogursey related crimes include a small amount of ASB around St Audries Close and issues with aggressive dogs (biting people or being loose and aggressive) in the Stolford and Castle St areas.

b) To D.Stokes Hinkley Point – requesting he look into the parked contractor’s vehicle in the Victory Hall Car Park during early December. The vehicle did not have permission to park and stayed for a week. 

c) From the PCC – minutes of the meeting on 5.11.15 and agenda for 21.1.16.

d) Copies of emails from I.Baikie sent to Highways (flooding between Monkton corner and Steyning Manor) and also a request to paint some of the sign posts in this area. Cllr Searle has spoken to Highways who will reinstate the grips along the Highway which should ease the situation.
e) To Highways – requesting the signpost to Stogursey at the War Memorial in Cannington is re-instated. Highways advised the sign has been ordered and is expected to be erected in the next few months.

f) WSC Corporate Strategy Consultation – closing date for comments 31.1.16. Cllrs declined to comment.
g) Letter from a resident - the air ambulance was called in early January and although the helicopter landed in the Glebe Field, it was unable to transport the patient as the gates were locked. We were asked to look into the possibility of future access. The Clerk wrote to the Diocese who replied that it is up to the tenant farmer whether he wishes to unlock the gate which councillors agreed with.  

h) Somerset Rivers Authority – Latest newsletter entitled “The Stream”.

i) West Somerset Community Land Trust (Steering Group) – Coordinating low cost housing in the district asking if we have any development opportunities. Councillors declined to respond.
j) D.Eccles – response to our email complaining about people coming into the parish to park up prior to travelling to Hinkley Point to work. An investigation has been carried out; only one person appears to be doing this. David suggests we raise at the Transport Forum if we wish to take the matter further.

k) SALC – Information relating to the “Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd” now officially set up.

l) SALC – Advising the referendum principles will not apply to the parish sector in 2016-17. However, the DCLG have stated that they expect town and parish councils to behave responsibly and to protect their taxpayers from excessive precept increases. 
m) Magnox Ltd – advanced notification that the consultation for the socio-economic plan for Magnox will commence on 12.1.16. A further email will be sent to advise where we can access it.

n) Historic England – advising the War Memorial has been awarded listed building status.

o) Letter to Y.Bulman wishing her well in her retirement from the Village Agent position.

p) Highways – Works at Wick Pound, Stogursey – road closure for 5 days commencing 4 January.

q) Somerset Youth Housing & Advice Strategy 2016-2018 Consultation. Councillors decided not to participate in the consultation. 









Cllr Davies left the meeting at 8.55pm
171/15
ENHANCEMENTS (Cllr Searle):
1. Litter Bin Policy
This item arose at the precept meeting. All of the dog and litter bins are well used in the parish. Cllr Jones said it is a sign of the times that people expect bins to be provided and if they weren’t, there would be litter everywhere. Cllr Ford said we have missed the opportunity at the moment as all the agreements have been signed and it would be difficult to remove bins that are already in place. The bins will be monitored for usage. The Clerk said in an effort to save money a few years ago, the litter bin at Shurton was removed as it was not well used. Cllr Ford suggested each one is reviewed when the agreement is up for renewal. This is already done and will continue.
2. The Pound
Cllr Searle reported that there is vegetation growing out of the walls which should be removed or else it could damage the walls; repairs must be done with lime mortar. The flagstones are also very slippery and need cleaning. A working party will be arranged. Agenda item for next meeting. Action: Clerk
Currently, the area is used as a storage space for salt bags and flag poles and it also has a bench. A use for the Pound has been raised many times but no suggestions have been forthcoming except perhaps to put a roof on it. Cllr Jones said perhaps it should be used for storage, as presumably if the existing items were removed a place would still need to be found for them. 
3. Replacement Flower Boxes on The Gravel
Cllr Searle said the wooden boxes which are over ten years old are in need of replacement. He will seek quotations. Action: Cllr Searle. In addition, the metal grills around the trees require repainting.
4. Permanent Flagpole

Cllr Searle said there are two temporary flag poles, stored in the Pound and used on occasion. We are considering erecting a permanent flagpole. The Clerk contacted WSC informally to ask if planning permission would be required as its suggested location will be in the conservation area (The Gravel). Once a reply is received councillors will discuss further. Action continues.   

5. Other

a) Cllr Tipney complained that the High St in the village over the past two years has looked the worst it has ever been in terms of vegetation and weeds. Cllr Searle strongly disagreed, and added that an example of losing the lengths-man is the state of the road coming into the village and on past the Church, which has leaf mould and mud all along the road and pavement. Cllr Turpin disagreed and said he had only ever seen the length-man sitting in his van. Some councillors were unhappy with this comment and the Chairman moved on to the next item. 

b) The grass has been cut in the Play Area, but Greenslades have been unable to spray the vegetation in St Andrew’s Rd due to the rainy weather.

172/15
HIGHWAYS (Cllr Searle):

Highways advised that St Audries Rd has been included in the re-surfacing programme as part of a larger programme of surface dressing in the parish.










Cllr Coles left the meeting at 9.15pm
173/15
PLANNING UPDATE:
3/32/15/011 – Mobile home land south of Stolford Farm, Stolford (for agricultural worker) PERMITTED subject to 

its removal and the land restored to its former condition on or before 31.1.19.

3/32/16/001 – A residential dwelling, garden and car parking adjacent to 6 Vicarage Rd, Stogursey. A site visit has been arranged for 18.1.16 at 10am. Comments to be sent to WSC by 25.1.16. Action: Cllr Morgan
The Clerk has advised the Planning Dept she will be away 16.1.16 - 6.2.16 and hard copy information needs to be sent to Cllr Morgan during this period.

174/15
FINANCE (The Clerk):

1. The following invoices were AGREED for payment:
· A.Searle - £137.50 – Agreed quarterly expenses October – November 2015.
· A.Prowse - £444.64 – December salary plus £34.31 other costs.
2. Budget Monitoring Statement to 31.12.15. Councillors had no questions.
3. The Precept for 2016/17 was submitted to WSC on 14.12.15.

175/15
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – PRoW (Cllr Jones): 

1. Cllr Jones reported footpath 23/92 has been in part,ploughed. It has been resolved.

2. WL 23/44 West to East Knighton/Burton has a broken post. – passed to G.Martin to deal.

3. The finger post by the School Lane is missing and will be replaced.

176/15
GROUPS AND PANELS:
1. Cllr Searle reported that the Victory Hall Christmas Bingo raised £300 for the Hall funds.

2. The Wassail was cancelled due to bad weather.

177/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9 February 2016 at 7.15 (Public Forum) followed by the main meeting at 7.30pm in The Victory Hall, Stogursey.
The meeting ended at 9.25pm.
Signed:
…..……………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………


(Chairman) 
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