STOGURSEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2016
IN THE VICTORY HALL STOGURSEY

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY PRESENTATION (STOLFORD FLOOD DEFENCE SCHEME) 
Vanessa Dare and John Southall provided an update on the progress of the Stolford Flood Defence Scheme.  The Environment Agency Earth Embankment Project Team is working to maintain the sea defences to the East and West coast.  The area to the east is becoming increasingly more vulnerable every year and the team spends time continually moving the shingle, though it is becoming more and more unsustainable.  The team are now looking for a long term solution to keep defences high.  Design work for the scheme is ongoing and is the subject of community engagement events. Their preferred option is to cease maintenance of the shingle ridge; there is a proposal to raise and strengthen the rear earth flood embankment with a bigger and better version.  

Support for the project includes £82k from EDF; however there is a need to explore other external funding opportunities in order for the project design to proceed to construction.  The project team will approach both District and County Councils and the Somerset Rivers Authority for funding partnership, and have asked for Stogursey Parish Council’s support and backing for an application to the Hinkley CIM fund.  This item will be added as an Agenda item for the next meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM:







Mr A Hilling thanked the parish council for their comments in relation to his planning application and wished to reassure council members that he had no intention of providing accommodation or caravan hook-ups for Hinkley Point employees.   He currently has holidaymakers that stay for longer periods and wishes to continue this to improve his business prospects.
PRESENT:

Cllr Allan Searle (Chairman), Cllr Geoff Coles, Cllr Ian Elenor, Cllr Chris Ford, Cllr Sue Goss, Cllr Susan Jones, Cllr Keith Turpin, Cllr Paul Tipney, Gillian Orchard (Clerk), 1 member of the public. 
106/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Chris Morgan.
107/16
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11.10.16:

The minutes for the meeting were AGREED and signed by the Chairman subject to: 
· 96/16 r:  Correspondence.  Noting the omission of a copy of an email received from J Taunton to Cllr Fothergill dated 4 Oct 16 in relation to the withdrawal of the No 14 bus service between Cannington and Minehead. 
108/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
109/16
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Cllr Hugh Davies):
There was nothing to report.
110/16
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Cllr Goss):

1. WSC &TDBC fund from initial budget to fund transformation of the two councils.  A new AD role created. 
2. Challenge in high court is ongoing - refuted by WSC/TDC.
3. Community Hub –3 clients attended the first session on 19.10.16. The second session saw 5 clients including 3 returning.  The Hub is gathering momentum and sessions may increase from fortnightly to weekly.  WS Advice Bureau are able to provide benefits and housing advice.  
4. Cllr Tipney referred to a letter in the press in relation to the merger of West Somerset Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council and a discussion took place with regard to the due process.  Cllr Goss explained that the councils are following due process in accordance with the Cities and local Government Devolution Act 2016.  The two district council’s decision and proposal to merge has been put to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, after which there will be a public consultation.  Parish council members were dissatisfied with the handling of the merger and the lack of public consultation.  A vote was taken and it was agreed that a letter to be sent to the Leader of West Somerset Council to express their discontent.  Action:  Clerk
111/16
REVIEW OF ACTION LIST (By exception):
Item 1
Paddons – The Chairman stated that the tarmac has been finished but the footings have been torn up.   Action: Ongoing 
Item 4
Traffic Calming measures – We received a copy of letter from M. Evans (Program Implementation Officer at SCC) sent to The Rectory to request permission to put a flashing side on the grass verge outside the Rectory.  Cllr Searle will get in touch with Rev Morgan.  Action: Cllr Searle  
Item 11
Site visit Zine cottage –Cllr Morgan has visited the site, he reported that the activities were not breaking any planning rules, however he will continue to monitor the situation.  Action: Ongoing.
Item 13
Collapsed pipe at Idson lane – P. Owen emailed to say the contract is in place but a start date is not confirmed yet.  Action: Ongoing 
Item 16
Highways re lack of signage to Stogursey from Cannington – a further email was received from A Coupe suggesting a sign indicating that traffic for Stogursey follow signs to Hinkley Point.  A further letter of dissatisfaction is being prepared and will be sent to P. Hewitt (Lead Commissioner, Economy & Community Infrastructure)   Action: Clerk.  This was brought up again at the Transport Forum.  
Item 19
Water Supply to the Gravel – Cllr Searle reported that the cabinet is being made up. Once this is complete, and the taps have been purchased, Wessex Water will be approached to connect the supply. Action: Ongoing.
Item 20
WSFG – Cllr Elenor reported that the main dealing of the WSFG is with agricultural run-off, however they remain supportive   Action: Cllr Elenor/ongoing
Item 22
Closed churchyard and Burial Site – Cllr Searle emailed the EA: their response was that the water is tested monthly, there is no effluence and there is no action needed.  Himalayan balsam was cleared previously by the Lengths-man and volunteers.  Cllr Searle will approach the landowner initially and if no response will approach Somerset County Council for assistance.
Item 23
PRoW Maps for J Chedgey – Cllr Jones is in contact with S.Littler and will receive maps on her return to the office.  
112/16
HINKLEY POINT POWER STATIONS:

There was nothing to report.
113/16
HINKLEY C COMMUNITY IMPACT MITIGATION (CIM) UPDATE:

1. Feasibility Study Village Hall 
Cllr Ford has received two responses from architects for the design for the changing rooms.  He will hold a meeting with trustees to evaluate the responses and select an architect in the next few days.   The status of trustees is being considered - to incorporated charity status to provide greater protection.  Cllr Ford discussed funding briefly with L.Redston – as plans for the Victory Hall have changed there may be a need to reapply for funding but this is being checked.   Action:  Ongoing
2. Lengths-man Scheme
Tenders have been received.  Cllr Searle suggested they are discussed at a separate meeting – to be combined with the Precept meeting.  Action: Ongoing
114/16
PLANNING:
1. 3/32/16/015. Hillside Farm, Cockwood. Retention of tipped material to form level yard, business use.  Comments forwarded to SCC – North and East aspects subject to screening as it will be visible from the surrounding countryside.
2. T/32/16/001.  Tree works to reduce crown and height. Ashforde House, Shurton – no objection.

3. 3/32/16/016.  Erection of seven moveable fishing pods, toilet/shower block (replacement) and electrical hook-ups.  Comments sent to SCC – SUPPORTED though a concern that hook-ups for caravans could be used by HPC workers.  Suggested a condition of caravans not on site for more than 3 nights. 
4. 3/32/16/018 – construction of a building for the storage of intermediate level radioactive waste (variation of building design approved by planning permission 3/32/12/030 for Hinkley Point A – circulated by email
115/16
PROCEDURES:
1. Approve Amended Standing Orders.  The amendments to Standing Orders as agreed at the last meeting (minute 95/16) were proposed by Cllr Elenor and seconded by Cllr Coles.  It was AGREED that the amendment is accepted.  Action: Clerk 
116/16
BURGAGE RD PLAY AREA:
1. Proposal for new or improved recreational facility in or around Burgage Road Play Area - £ 22,000 available.  Suggestions for the grant were
a)
Roof for shelter- the inspection report highlighted the roof as a safety concern
b)  CCTV 

c)   To link the path behind the houses to the play area to enable wheelchair access.

d)   Painting the gates a different colour – mentioned in the inspection report
d)   Ask the school if they have any requests/suggestions.

2. It was AGREED to add this as an Agenda item for the next meeting.  Action: Clerk
117/16
MEETING REPORTS:
1. 13.10.16 Community Forum 
There was nothing to report.
2. 19.10.16 West Somerset Flood Group (WSFG)(Cllr Elenor)
The meeting was primarily concerned with the election of officers. 
3. 20.10.16 Transport Forum (Cllr Turpin)
Cllr Turpin spoke to A.Coupe but received no response to our signage request.  It was agreed to take it further as discussed above (111/16 Item 16)
4. 28.10.16  Site Stakeholders Group (SSG) (Cllr Goss)
a. Cllr Goss raised the issue of traffic speeding – she was assured it is an ongoing concern to HP directors and they have spoken to their workers.

b. Demolition of turbine hall next summer will occur out of peak hours.
c. 1,000 litres of diesel recovered from Hinkley A site.
d. ILW store, encapsulation plant in order to build more construction.  It is expected that there will not be more than 25 vehicles over 2 years from Oldbury and stored onsite
e. NDA lost their case in the high court, they have leave of appeal to the Supreme Court.
5. 19.10.16  Main Site Forum (MSF) (Cllr Goss)
Unauthorised parking in the parish was raised – workers will be issued with permission to travel permits to cut down on illegal parking

6. 28.10.16   Hinkley & More AGM & training (Cllrs Searle & Ford)
The day included an update on Hinkley CIM fund, an update on Big Lottery funding and how Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) decides their funding.  
7. 20.10.16  Steart Forum (Cllr Jones) 
There was criticism for the lack of attendance by the RSPB.  Bristol Port extended planning until 2030 due to financial climate. One landowner will not sell the land they require and the project needs to be redesigned.  
8. 12.10.16  PCC meeting (Cllr Jones) 
a. A leaflet has been produced outlining the things that Stolford Church are doing. 
b. The new residents next to the church have fenced off their land to make it private.  
c. Rose Nurton expressed her thanks to the parish council for her nomination for the Chairman’s award at a Somerset County Council awards ceremony and was overwhelmed to receive it.  
9. 28.10.16  Withdrawal of Bus Service (Cllr Searle)
Cllr H Davies called a meeting of local parishes affected by the withdrawal of no 14 bus service between Minehead and Cannington to discuss possible options. Various suggestions were made which included approaching First Bus and asking for an extension of the service until December 2016 (this was refused) and approaching school bus suppliers to see if they might be interested in providing a service in between school runs, even if only 2 or 3 days each week.  J.Perrett (Transporting Somerset) agreed to approach different coach companies and report back.  When the quotes are received funding discussions will take place.  Cllr Goss asked for reassurance that a route through Stogursey will be included.   
118/16
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS:

11.11.16 – Magna West Somerset Annual Conference

  6.12.16 – WWQ Panel – Sue Mountstevens will be in attendance to take questions.

15.12.16 – SALC All Area Meeting 
119/16
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Highways Winter Service 2016/17
Cllrs Searle and Ford volunteered to collect the de-icing materials from Minehead on 3.12.16 but will first check with T.Ayre to ensure he has not already arranged to collect it.  Action: Cllrs Searle & Ford
2. Received/Sent (general): 
a) Copy email response from Cllr Fothergill to J. Taunton (resident) re withdrawal of bus service and her response.
b) Broadband Voucher Scheme update (ends 30 Nov 16) – will be placed on notice boards.  
c) SALC training – free courses available on ILC and S106 for councillors/clerk.  It was agreed that the Clerk should attend the Essential Clerk training courses scheduled January – March 2017 - £30 per course.  Action: Clerk
d) WSC –  Lets make Loneliness  & Isolation History - directory of activities in the area; request for any activities to be added 

e) Somerset Waste – Newsletter and Christmas collection dates – will be placed on noticeboards

f) WS Voluntary Sector Forum minutes – circulated 

g) Play Inspection Stock valuation – circulated 
h) Invitation to Magna West Somerset Annual conference.
i) Engage WS – CFG small charity finance programme training

j) Email re C182 official opening – date delayed
k) West Somerset Local Action Group (LAG) is now open for applications from businesses, farmers and community groups - £1m grant funding available through the LEADER programme 2015-2020 (to improve the local rural economy through the creation of jobs and business growth)
l) Primary Care Supplies Newsletter re Public Access Defibrillators – to be added to Agenda for next meeting.   Action: Clerk
m) Letter to Rt Hon Grayling – withdrawal of Bus Service (copied to Rt. Hon Sajid Javid MP (Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government), Mr Ian Liddell-Grainger MP, Cllr J Osman (Leader Somerset County Council), Cllr David Fothergill (Cabinet Member Transport - Somerset County Council), Cllr John Edney (Somerset County Councillor), Cllr Duncan McGinty (Leader Sedgemoor District Council)
n) Email response from Cllr J Osman in respect of withdrawal of bus service – circulated to Councillors

o) Letter to Department of Communities – precept capping

p) Letter to Pegasus Group – comments in relation to proposed telecommunications mast in Tower Hill.  No objections
q) Letter to L Redston – proforma return for earplug scheme

r) Thank you letter to A Prowse – outgoing Clerk

s) Thank you letter to V Boxall – resigned as Councillor

t) Thank you letters to P Cross and M Maddison for making up flower boxes in Burton and Shurton
u) Letter to S Wilsher – objection to the proposed removal of BT payphones in Vicarage Rd, Forge Corner and Stolford.  
v) Cheque sent to FOSS for £250.00 (Grant agreed at September meeting)

3. Stogursey Arts Festival Committee - Request for access to the Dog Pound 
Request to link the Dog Pound from Church rooms to use as an outside exhibition space for sculptural work during the festivals, and improve disabled access.  The committee are seeking agreement in principle from the parish council; the PCC have already agreed in principle, to enable the committee to look at options and seek financial support.  It was AGREED to add this item to the Agenda at the next meeting.  Action: Clerk
4. Slippage of loose capping slabs at St Andrews Well.

A resident has written to highlight the slabs that have come loose from St Andrews Well exposing mortar joints and have now slipped into his garden.  He is concerned that there is now an element of danger.  Cllr Searle will obtain a lock for the gate and obtain quotes for the repairs.  Action: Cllr Searle

Cllr Coles & Cllr Tipney left at 2135

120/16
QUANTOCK PANEL & WELCOME PACKS REPRESENTATIVES:
1. There were no volunteers for the Quantock Panel.  

2. Cllr Morgan agreed at the Agenda meeting to take on the Welcome Packs.  Cllr Jones stated that she would like 2 packs as two new families had moved into Stolford.  There are approximately 6 packs remaining – the Clerk will liaise with Cllr Morgan to remove any out of date information within the packs before more packs are printed.  New parishioners requiring a pack should contact Cllr Morgan.  Action: Clerk
121/16
ENHANCEMENTS (Cllr Searle):
1. Water quality drainage pipes in brook by Churchyard.  Covered at  111/16.22 above
2. Tubs on the Gravel.  Cllr Searle reported that he intends to arrange a working party to empty the tubs on the gravel and replace the bulbs after Remembrance Sunday.  Action: Cllr Searle
3. Stolford Notice Board – Cllr Jones highlighted the decaying NB in Stolford.  The back is rotten and needs replacing.  Action:  Cllr Searle 
122/16
HIGHWAYS (Cllr Searle):

1. Cllr Searle advised that potholes have started to be filled in.  He also asked if it was possible to obtain a timetable for road sweeping from the new contractor.   Action: Cllr Goss  

2. Bob Croft approached Cllr Searle to speak to the parish council re an application to the CIM fund for an archaeological dig with school children in the parish.  Council members considered this project is not eligible for CIM funding as it does not have a mitigating impact.
123/16
FINANCE (The Clerk):

1. Balances: Current A/C £11368; Deposit A/C £17307; Reserve A/C £17378
2. The following invoices were AGREED for payment 
a) S. Foster

£185.00

(Grass cutting Churchyard 18.10.16) 

b) G. Orchard

£477.53

(October salary inc £44.24 misc expenses)
c) A.Prowse

£180.00

(Salary for handover period inc £26 misc expenses)
3. Precept Meeting  

It was AGREED to set a Precept meeting date of Wed 23 Nov at 7pm in Victory Hal to discuss the precept for 2017/2018.  All parish council members are asked to take part.    Action: Clerk 

124/16
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – PRoW (Cllr Jones): 

1. Cllr Jones reported there is now a Bristol Gate from White Wick Farm to Stolford Common and the common is now accessible.  
1254/16
GROUPS AND PANELS:
1. 12.11.16  Twinning Cheese and Wine – Christmas Cottage
2. 26.11.16  Vintage Coffee Morning – Church Rooms

3. 9.12.16   Twinning Christmas party

126/16
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 13 December 2016 at 7.15pm (Public Forum) followed by the main meeting at 7.30pm in The Victory Hall, Stogursey.


The meeting ended at 10.05pm.
Signed:
…..……………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………


(Chairman) 
PAGE  
Page 5 of 5

